
MSIS On Macintosh Snow Leopard 
 
The issue with Snow Leopard is that MSIS requires a less secure Java VM to work (MSIS has 
multiple security certificates for the same server according to Java 1.6, the installed version on 
Snow Leopard.) This latest version of Java will not allow you to run applets from a server with 
those characteristics. 
 
So to correct the problem you must defeat the security built into Snow Leopard and install Java 
1.5.  The normal Apple installer will not install 1.5 on a Snow Leopard so you have to do an end 
around to get it on.   
 
The following procedure was developed/tested by Dane Conrad and Marvin Adams with some 
help from documentation from Apple Engineers.  
 
SECTION 1.  Install Java 1.5 following the instructions found on the following Web site.  
Screenshot of site is below. 
http://chxor.chxo.com/post/183013153/installing-java-1-5-on-snow-leopard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Section II. Set Java 1.5 to be the default Java.  The instructions for this section came from a 
different site (link included below.)  Screenshot of pertinent section of the document - 
 

 
 
NOTE:  I changed the order in both the top and bottom pane as in the graphic below - 



 
 
The whole, original set of instructions can be found at: 
 
http://tedwise.com/2009/09/25/using-java-1-5-and-java-1-4-on-snow-leopard/ 
 
 

FINAL NOTES VERY, VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!!!!!!!!! 
 
Java 1.5 when working within Safari WILL NOT allow you to leave MSIS and come back in without 
completely killing then restarting Safari.  It appears that this is no different in Snow Leopard.  The 
symptoms are that when you go to login, the thing types backwards into the MSIS username and 
password fields.  
 
The MSIS ADDRESS IS NOT THE SAME AS ON A PC.  THE CORRECT ADDRESS IS 
 
https://msis.k12.ms.us/msis/mac.htm 


